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The graph below shows average carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions per person in the
United Kingdom, Sweden, Italy and Portugal between 1967 and 2007.
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The line graph compares carbon dioxide emissions per capita that were produced in four

countries, over the time period of 40 years from 1967 to 2007.

Overall, it can be seen clearly that CO2 emissions per capita in the UK and Sweden had a

downward trend over the period. In the meantime, the figures in Italy and Portugal

increased considerably but still remained much lower than those in the UK.

To begin, emissions per capita in the UK and Sweden followed a very similar pattern. The

average CO2 emission per person in the UK initially stood at 11 tonnes which was the

highest of four countries in 1967. The figure stayed unchanged until 1977 before starting

to decline gradually and fell to nearly 9 tonnes in 2007.Turning to Sweden where the figure

started at 8 tonnes, although having initially increased to reach over 10 tonnes in 1977, it

began to drop dramatically and stayed at 5.5 tonnes in 2007.

Carbon dioxide emissions per capita in Italy and Portugal, on the other hand, experienced

an upward trend over 10 years. In Italy, in1967, 4 tonnes of CO2 gas was emitted, which

was nearly 4 times higher than in Portugal. In next following years, both figures declined
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considerably and leveled up to nearly 8 tonnes in Italy and to 5.5 tonnes in Portugal, as

much as in Sweden, in 2007.
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