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The table below presents the number of children ever born to women aged 40-44

years in Australia for each year the information was collected since 1981.

Number of children ever born, Women aged 40-44 years

Fouror

One Two Three more

None child children children children

year % % % % %
2006 15.9 13.2 38.3 215 11.0
1996 12.8 11.3 38.2 246 131
1986 97 8.7 356 27.0 18.9
1981 8.5 7.6 29.0 274 276

The table illustrates how many children 40-44-year-old Australian women had from 1980
to 2006.

Overall, it is noticeable that the number of women with one and two children increased in
each five-year period, while the figure for Australian women with more than three children

was significantly low and it dropped gradually over the entire period.

As can be seen, 29% of total women in the researched age had two children in 1981. It
gradually rose to 38% in the period of 25 years and always accounted the highest portion.
There were 7.6% of the parent had one child in 1981, which was the lowest number in that
year. This number increased each year and reached nearly doubled in 2006. The same
trend also happened with no child’s mother, which stood at 15.9% in 2006.

The figures for women who had three and four or more in 1981 were nearly equal, with 27.4
and 27.6, respectively. While the second one significantly decreased to only 11% in 2006
and became the lowest number in that year, the first one fell steadily, made up 21.5% of
total Australian women aged 40-44 in the same year.
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