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The pie chart below shows the main reasons why agricultural land becomes less
productive. The table shows how these causes affected three regions of the world
during the 1990s.

Causes of land degradation by region

Deforestation |Over-cultivation| Over-grazing | Total land degraded
0.2 33 1.5 5%
9.8 7.7 55 23%
© 1.7 0 1.3 13%

Causes of worldwide land degradation

@® other

@ over-grazing
0 over-cultivation
@ deforestation

The charts illustrate the four main factors which resulted in farmland degradation all over
the world and depict the percentage of those in three separate regions.

Overall, it is evident that Europe suffered more from land degradation than the two other
lands, and the two main causes of this were deforestation and overgrazing.

65% of the world degradation land has its roots from over-grazing and deforestation,
constituting 35% and 30% respectively. In addition, 28% of global degradation is due to
over-cultivation. Other causes account for only 7%.

In the 1990s, due to deforestation, 9.8% of the land in Europe was degraded, while the
impact of this on Oceania and North America was minimal, at only 1.7% and 0.2%
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respectively. There was 13% of degraded farmland in Oceania caused mainly by over-
grazing. Meanwhile, the total degraded land in North America made up the lowest

proportion, and the main causes were over-cultivation (3.3%) and over-grazing (1.8%). In
contrast, Europe had the largest percentage of land degradation (23%) as well as a

significant proportion in over-cultivation (7.7%) and overgrazing (5.5%).
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